Nicholas County’s First Settlers* S .

(Written in 1883 by Edward Campbell)

The first gettlement of Peters creek and at Cross Lanes, then

Kanawha county, was made by Henry Morris, Conraq
I and Edward McClung. They made the start in 1791.

Morris puilt a cabin near where Wm. B. Summers now re-
sides and Young built near where Robert Neil now lives.

One day in the year 1792 Morris was out hunting on the
waters of Otter creek; his dogs treed a bear, he shot it and di-
vided it among his team of dogs and concealed himself in the
thicket while the dogs were eating the bear meat. In a few
minutes his dogs came to him with their bristles ‘up’. Morris
pecame alarmed and started for his cabin.—On reaching home
his wife inquired if he thought it dangerous to send their chil-
dren (two little girls) to drive the cows and calves up— (they
kept the cows in one direction from house and the calves in
another, not having any enclosure to keep them separated)—
he thought not and the children started on their mission.

Morris left his gun at the house and went to the spring for
water —While at the spring his wife called and told him that
the Indians were after or had killed their children. He found
one of them who had been tomahawked and perhaps scalped;
she was still alive and said a “yellow man had killed her.”
She was taken home where she soon died. The other child
war killed and not found until the next morning. The chil-
dren had gone near where two Indians were sitting by a
“grat smoke™ and did not see them until too late to escape.
The Indians were watching a path that led from Morris' to
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t is supposed that when night approached

and destroy both families. Young was
orris for an attack as he had two or

th ady for defense. The same day, Ed-
three sons Wi (who built his cabin near wh.ere D. R. Hamil-
ward McClung, ds, at Cross Lanes,) and his associate Capt.
ton's barn now tst::nw;re out hunting in different directions
s %Iﬁﬂ’gas " bin, they both heard shooting, and Fitz-
fro:l;r h:ar 4 some one blow on his charger, which alarmed him
:rnad he hurried back to the cabin. When McClung came in
that evening he told Fitzwater he had heard sl:lootmg in an-
other direction. They became alarmed, as their only means
of defense was their guns and a splendid team of bear dogs,
and concluded to sit up and watch for the Indians that they
might not be taken by surprise. Before mid-night, Mathias
Young, who had traveled eight miles in the dark, through the
woods, came to McClung’s cabin and told of the massacre of
the Morris children. The three men kept watch until near
day-break, when they took McClung’s wife and three chil-
dren—each man carrying a child on his back—and started for
Morris’. They traveled a zig-zag route through the woods
and landed safe. They buried the children that day, and the
next day all of the families left for the fort on Kanawha river,

at the mouth of Hughes creek, where they arrived in safety.

abin, and i
ded to attack
d than M

Young'’s ¢
they inten

The next day a company of men from the Fort started in
search of the Indians who had murdered the Morris children.
When they arrived at the Morris place they found no further
sign or traces of the Indians; they next went to McClung’s
cabm_ and found the Indians had been there, and after having
emptied his bed-tick of its contents, took the tick and two or
tuk:r:t horses that had been sent there to graze in the savanna

eep them out of the way of the Indians, who had stolen

u‘hmmuw lrwm;r thebl"ort before. The company also found the trail

gy :.“‘ ut as they had so much the start, further pur-
¢ abandoned and the company returned to the Fort.

Edward McClung remained in the Kanawha Valley and sold

Pt of that year Ml:‘n and John Campbell. The ht'u'.
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Gro* her daughter married William Smithy,
s prier county. The boy’s name was Edward. ﬁ&
o a family in Nicholas county, and dieil e
and Kentucky District. This ends the MCCIungm me . ‘

ago in |
and Young staid [sic] in Kanawha the rema; Sl

M 1792 and in 1793 they returned, with their fami]i:: 01;

their home on Peters creek, and were not afterwards disturbeg

by the Indians, (the raid of 1792 being their last in this sec-

tion.)

puring this year, John Campbell moved a man by the name
of John Harris and his family from the Kanawha river, who
made a small improvement on the land bought of McClung,
About this time Edward Hughes had some improvements
made on the same land and some on a tract near by.

Thomas Hughes built a cabin and made a settlement on
Laurel creek where Mr. Umbarger now resides; Daniel Hud-
dleston improved the place where Mr. Bennett now resides;
Henry Young made some improvements on Laurel creek, near
where Bethel church is located; the Fort at the mouth of
Hughes was built by a small party of men who came from
Muddy creek, in Greenbrier county. Thos. Hughes, (who
hailed from Prince William county, Va.) who was a soldier
in the Revolution and used to frontier life and hardships, was
their leader. He died and was buried near the Fort in 1794.
Thomas Smith married a daughter of Colonel Young in the
Fort, and their first child was born there. John Campbell

married Nancy Hughes in the Fort.

In 1705 [undoubted]
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pell came to his improvemeg::. mads by do
Jomz—f:;; e nstalt was: i oum 9 SSREERIE :
ris.

ith no roads opened from the mouth of
Gauley river, and but little below; without

Rich creek, on i little grain. They went.t.() work with a
mills and but Yiving for themselves and families. They built
will to make HH % in; their families were small and all had
small huts toGV 3 was abundant and all who chose to hunt
healt‘.h-be ararsanthers and wolves. The woods were much
killed deerf,than now, and killing game was quite an easy task.
more :;P: was scarce in the frontier settlements, they only
Atirf.:d with a few cows, sheep and hogs. T.hey bartered in
?ur and ginseng, which was plentiful at that time, and were a

peaceable, happy and industrious people.

In 1798 a few more settlers came from Monroe or Green-
brier counties, who had originally come from Prince William
county, Va., Isaac Foster and Robert Foster, (cousins,) both
of whom had families. Isaac Foster settled on the farm for-
merly occupied by Thomas Smith—he having moved to 20
Mile creek. Isaac Foster had three grown sons, Isaac, Na-
thaniel and James. Isaac went West and was lost sight of;
James married and settled where Henry Backus now lives.
He remained there for some time, sold to Johnathan Dunbar
and went to Ohio—from there to Indiana and was lost sight of.

After some time Isaac Foster, Sr., and his youngest son, Na-
thaniel, bought land in the Bend of Gauley and lived there
until he died in 1814. Nathaniel Foster was married a long
time before his father’s death and continued to live in the

:rr:h.mdm""'mdud.m (Susan,) is a widow and

the youngest daughter, married D, R.
Cross Lanes g S Hamilton, Esq. of




Court, in 1880. Capt. R. G, Foster, h o
' the c::::ycm Lanes. He is a good citizen, mh;:‘m -
Jive$ of fun—James A. Foster, his fifth son, is one of gt
full us farmers in Huerfano county, Colorado, Ng M {
P'"p.” wor died at the age of 81 years. i -

Foster, who was old when he came here, -

Ro;::; of Gauley, and did not live long. Hig so:e$i:ud:;
m.wd to Kentucky and was lost sight of. His son Bedford
{ to Monroe county and afterwards went to the West.
daughter, Nellie, married Thomas Hughes,—had three

children and died young.
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[ will commence by the settlement on Gauley River. It was
made on the North side of the river, opposite the mouth of
Rich creek, near the upper ford, on the route or trail from
Greenbrier to the Kanawha Valley. This trail was made by
Captains Lewis and Stuart as they went out with their com-

to Point Pleasant, where the bloodiest and most de-
cisive battle of the war was fought, on the 10th of October,
1773 (sic). By this route, they crossed Gauley river three
times before they reached the mouth of 20 Mile creek. They

at the mouth of Bell creek, and, that night-—tradition
wys—Patric Murphy stole the bells off the horses and started
them up 20 Mile creek. Next day the commanders sent a de-
Schment of men in pursuit of the horses and when they re-
Surned they reported that they had gone up 20 miles; so that
B e way 20 Mile got its name.

About the year 1797, Johnson Windsor cleared a piece of
ad and bullt & cabin near the ford, and made a
81") 0 croms the river In, and on this
St from the Bast to settle In




i He c '
ere Mr. Crookshanks now lives. _ X 'Ou
ipstar; i lan::{ed an orchard and raised a large family — :

;i madim;mg’oﬁd living and died at a ripe old age. All of his
¢

family are now dead.

: restless and wanted to be moving. He
neite’:?n:htc?ggnMTlaescreek and from there to McKees creek,
near Nicholas C. H. I don’t remember where his next place
of residence was, but after some years he settle'd at Hughes’
Ferry. From Hughes’ Ferry he went to the Wilderness and
settled near the old trail, leading to Greenbrier, about half-
way to the settlement on Big Clear creek, where he remained
for a time, but finding it difficult to live there, he returned to
the Ferry. After some years he concluded to try the Wilder-
ness again, moved back to the old home and continued there
for many years and cleared out a large farm. His children
were robust and industrious, and aided him in all his under-
takings. He sold his farm to John Corran and moved to within
six miles of the Ferry on the old trail, where he made another
large improvement, and continued there until death. He was
always cheerful in adversity as well as in prosperity.

One of his sons, Jeremiah, who was a Justice of our county
for many years, still occupies the old homestead. The rest of
the children who were furnished land ‘in the woods,’ settled
here and there, and generally did well and made good citizens.

Henry Morris continued at his old settlement on Peters
Mwhvhbadchudouuhrpbodyothnd.mtﬂhh
which cccurred in 1824, Wm. Bird, who came from Bath
"-v“--ma-m Morris’; lived there a
el e

!

and moved
o Twenty Mile
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ﬁwmmmwnup In his old days

. above Charleston, where he and his wife
gied- o;:.r There were some marriages between the family
Morris and that of Coonrod (sic) Young, but I can't

all of them now. He had only one son, John, who
p'::.hyhhfnher,andconﬁnuedwuhmmandr Ssola

nved consisting of seven boys and five girls, all mar-
g mny' mar

.p.r.ud.—aome went West—but two remaining in
g :;‘ ty. His father gave him the home farm and he re-

ined on it as long as he lived, and divided it equally among

children, except one noiety, (sic) which he conveyed to his
:m He and his wife are both dead.

Coonrod (sic) Young, one of the pioneer settlers, had three
ives and all had children—I have mentioned Mathias, Henry
sod Thomas Smith's wife. His son Charles was a good woods-
san, a daring adventurer, and one of the best marksmen of
s day. He could travel through the woods all day and re-
wrn in safety to his camp at night—I think he married a
dssghter of Henry Morris. His father took up no land on

Peters creek, and he and his wife did not live long after the

duath of his parents. Their children moved to Elk river and
& not return.

The next settler on Peters creek was Eleven Nicholas, who
sttled sear Gilboa church, about the year 1798 or 1799. He
d ks son, Zephemiah, built the first mill on Peters creek.
B was pooely constructed and did not do much good. Eleven

Mtrned o Virginks, but his family remained here. I believe
e pevey owned any land

Abost the time David Robinson, (who, perhaps, came here
B Asgusta county, Virginia, with a party of hunters, ex-
82 land surveyors,) had some improvements made
| h‘h—\ummmmm-m
-f~=%-l-ld-hmdldh
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Mathias Bibber settled on Camp Fork, (whue & ﬁ
nc.Vaan.l%barandSebertnowuvea) and owned a fine
farm. Here his wife died, and he afterwards married Marga-
mmm.mdconﬁnuedonhistarmunﬁlallofhischﬂ.
dren were married and settled in life. He died in 1827. More

will be said of him and Samuel Hutchinson in a future chapter.

Benjamin Lemasters came from Augusta County, Virginia,
and settled on Bucks Garden creek, in 1798 or 1799. He had
& large family consisting of ten daughters. They all married
and raised families. Three were married to Boggses; two
Raders; one to James Robinson; one to Frame, one to Givens;
one to Stephenson; and one to Campbell. Mr. Lemasters own-
ed an excellent farm and said his girls were as good as boys
o help him work. He made a good living and all of his girls
married well. The old gentleman, his wife, and all of his
daughtors are now dead exept one or two.

The mext settler was Thomas Bails. He came from
Col.




[CHOLAS County's FIRST SETTLERS

ece of land and built a mill, about the year
off & P! ed here for some years, went away and wasg
of. His wife was an industrious woman

p.ﬁd ain
’-H‘ l"l:, fd’ hear d
d succeeded well in raising her family,

afterw an
ver manlie";ome means. She bought the farm where
lives and made a good living. She was

¢ now
usband was named Groves, by

s Re"’“oldumes, her first h
(John Groves and two daugh-

g,rried ‘h::i three children.
sband was Miller, by whom she had two

; her pecond 1t daught P
sors) ¢ and gamuel, and two daughters, olly and Susan.
,,ps.ﬂo?rch“dren had all left home, she kept a boarding-
Afer hfbere the Circuit Judge and lawyers all stopped, dur-
wl:;‘:t times _until accommodations were prepared at Sum-
zs\‘lue-

\fter our county was organized, the first courts were held
--..; <mall house on the John Groves farm.
v (to be continued)



